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Mission: ñTo Educate People About The Natural Environmentò 



Thereôs a well-known line in Henry David 
Thoreauôs Walden that begins: ñI went to the 
woods because I wished to live deliberately, 
to front only the essential facts of life, and 
see if I could not learn what it had to 
teachéò  Diving into the text,Thoreau  

experienced things in his woods that most of us never will, but I still 
find these words percolating in my mind when I venture into nature 
on my own or with my family, and certainly when we head out onto 
the trails with our ñnaturally curiousò students here at Woldumar. 
 
Over the past few years, weôve been deliberate in emphasizing that 
Woldumar is much more than a park ð itôs also a cause and a  
community.  To that first point, one needs look no further than our 
nonprofit mission, ñTo educate people about the natural  
environment.ò  Therein stated so simply, this organization exists to 
teach people (mostly kids) about science in nature.  Through  
experiences like our School Field Study programs, ECO GREEN 
water quality testing, Annieôs BIG Nature Lesson, and Camp  
Discovery, students are challenged to ñfront only the essential facts 
of life,ò to contemplate, understand and appreciate the natural 
world, and to more deeply sense their place in it.  If this isnôt among 
the worthiest of causes, I donôt know what is. 
 
Community development is likewise critical to the organization.  
Over the past year, weôve experience continued growth of  
partnerships with other organizations.  From stewardship partners 
like Eaton County Pheasants Forever, Mid-Michigan CISMA, and 
Michigan Audubon, to educational partners in the MSU Graduate 
Women in Science and Learn517, to support from area businesses 
like Delta Dental, we are experiencing more mission success thanks 
to a supportive community.  Further, weôre growing a community of 
individuals:  Those who participate as docents for living history 
demonstrations, serve on planning committees, those who help with 
stewardship, and even those who attend community events like our 
member mixer this past summer.  We are so grateful to all of the 
people who form this rich community. 
 
2019 was year of great mission success, and Iôm so excited to  
welcome 2020!  With a continued emphasis on those ñessential 
factsò of science in nature, and relationship building within our  
community, these woods have much to teach us, and we are poised 
to accomplish great things in the coming year! 
 
Kevin Wernet 
Executive Director 
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